
Board of Directors 
 

Chair: Malia Simonds, 
Art Programs & Special 

Projects 
Bloomberg Philanthropies 

Vice Chair: Jan Postma 
Chief Financial Officer 

The Museum of Modern Art 
Treasurer: Jacob W. 

Buchdahl 
Susman Godfrey LLP 

Directors:  
Gary Carrion-Murayari 

Curator, New Museum 
Corin Hewitt 

Artist & Professor of 
Sculpture, Virginia 

Commonwealth University 
Josh Koplewicz, 

Thayer Street Partners 
Allison Weisberg 

Executive Director & 
Founder 
Recess  

Jennifer Yum 
Vice President, International 

Specialist in the Post-War and 
Contemporary Art, Christie’s 

New York  
 
 

Advisory Board 
 

Cecilia Alemani 
Director of High Line Art 

Howie Chen 
Executive Director & Co-
founder, Dispatch, Artist 

Katie Dixon 
Director, Powerhouse 

Workshops	  
Laurel Gitlen 

Owner & Director, Laurel 
Gitlen 

James Griffin 
Owner & Director, Brennan 

& Griffin 
Miriam Katzeff 

Co-founder, Primary 
Information 

Thomas Lax 
Curator, The Museum of 

Modern Art 
Simone Leigh 

Artist  
Maia Murphy 

Consultant  
Stina Puotinen 

Museum Educator, The 
Museum of Modern Art 

Peter Russo 
Director, Triple Canopy; 

Coordinator, NY Art Book 
Fair 

William Smith 
Associate Editor, Art in 
America, Senior Editor, 

Triple Canopy 
Lumi Tan 

Associate Curator, The 
Kitchen 

Mika Tajima 
Artist 

	  

	  	  
41 Grand Street    New York  NY 10013    www.recessactivities.org    info@recessactivities.org    646.863.3765 

 
 
 

October 28, 2015 
 
Dear Recess Community, 
 
Recess shines like a lighthouse in Soho—illuminating the visible city through its 
glass storefront window and casting a glow onto meandering wine bar seekers, 
vacationers, and after-work shoppers.  Recess presents itself modestly; a small sign 
names a storefront with nothing to sell.  The product is not a product at all, but 
instead process. Recess invites people in off the street to use art as a means to 
reconsider their relationship to the world around them, while the artists inside are 
considering how to engage with the public and commercial sphere.  
Fundamentally, Recess encourages radical questioning. Time at Recess invigorates 
an artist’s process with the unknown, the uncontrollable, the unimaginable. Magic!  
 
Creativity is the thing on view at Recess, but creativity itself is hard to see. The 
work at Recess manifests in many forms, but the artist is the vessel through which 
the creative force travels.  Recess trusts artists.  They believe that if they choose an 
artist to set up shop at Recess, this artist is deserving of their attention and support. 
The artist is welcomed and nurtured. In New York City, a place that is notoriously 
growing more and more hostile to artists or anyone who isn’t hawking wares, this 
is rare and valuable.  
 
While I was at Recess there were moments of so much activity—like the day that I 
invited people off the street to perform the act of listening for my camera, or the 
evening I hosted a concert where Eleanor Freidberger performed my script in song 
as a character from the movie I was shooting. I hosted events, I performed, and I 
facilitated performances. I also spent time sitting at a desk; I did a lot of reading, 
writing, and planning. At every step I had the full support and encouragement of 
the entire Recess staff. The benefit of the Session program is to support the process 
of the artist, not realize and appraise a product. 
 
In the current economy, where many of us can’t even afford a studio, Recess is 
truly filling an important gap.  It’s the gap across which a spark flies, igniting the 
beacon in the lighthouse, shining the light that filters through the windows of the 
wine bars, the shops, and the streets of New York, making everything glow a little, 
inexplicably.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity, 
 

 
 

Sara Magenheimer, 2015 Session artist  


