
BOOK LAUNCH 
Kei-Seki – Juanli Carrión. 
 
RECESS. 
41 Grand Street 
New York, NY 10013 
 
February 20th, 2011 - 6-8pm 
 
Recess is glad to host the book launch of Juanli Carrion’s Kei-Seki, a collection of three essays 
written by Maite Garbayo, International pastimes and Jonathan T. D. Neil, exploring Carrion´s 
recent project of the same name. 
 
Kei-Seki is a project that, like the book, is divided into three parts. Referencing our culture of 
entertainment, the first is an intervention using lights at the site of an unfinished and 
abandoned highway construction project. Carrion takes up the remains of this unfinished 
process and transforms them into a spectacle that is intended to reconsider the nature of the 
landscape found and with that, the nature of the spectacle itself. In a second movement, the 
artist creates the concrete Kigata-ishi, plant sculptures that emerge from the tension between the 
natural and artificial. Finally these sculptures are shown in an indoor installation, dismembered, 
with blue LED lights and smoke, with the projected Kei-Seki video. 

The book discusses the varying philosophical, political and social aspects of the project through 
three essays entitled On Mimesis and Poiesis, You Belong to the Night, and The Currency of 
Kitsch. 

For the launch of the book Kei-Seki in New York, the artist Juanli Carrion will be joined by essay 
contributors Jonathan T.D. Neil and International Pastimes to discuss the project, and the wider 
sociopolitical themes it brings into focus. 

The reception will also feature the performance/instalation Untitled based on a script created by 
International Pastimes which questions the role of the image and the value of experience in 
contemporary art through Juanli Carrion’s work. The performance/instalation is made in 
collaboration with composer, writer and performer Ryan Tracy. 

Jonathan T.D. Neil is Executive Editor at The Drawing Center in New York, Editor at Large for 
ArtReview magazine, member of the editorial board of Artworld Salon, co-founder of Boyd Level 
LLC, a private curatorial firm that specializes in contemporary art and member of the New Art 
Dealers Alliance (NADA). 
 
International Pastimes is a collective dedicated to art criticism, journalism and translation. 
Formed by the artist and critic Bosko Blagojevic and the artist, producer, editor and dramaturg 
S.C. Squibb. 
 
Juanli Carrión was born in Yecla, Spain in 1982. Carrión hold a B.A in Fine Arts at The 
University of Grenade and Saint Dennis Paris VIII and a MFA in Visual Arts at Polytechnic 
University of Valencia. His work has been shown internationally in solo and group shows in 
Japan, USA, France, UK, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Austria, Kenya, Peru, Trinidad & 
Tobago, Mexico and Colombia. He has been the recipient of grants like INICIARTE 2009 & 
2010 (Spain), Grant for Visual Arts by The Cultural Department of Murcia (Spain), 2010 Grant 
for Contemporary Art by The General Consulate of Spain (New York) or Jentel Foundation 
(Wyoming, US). He has been in residency at ISCP (New York), IAGO (Oaxaca, Mexico) or Kuona 
Trust (Nairobi, Kenya). He lives and works in Brooklyn. 
 
 

    

            


